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Abstract

The Step building in Egypt and Iraq is linked to religious believes,
but it differs in its concept, method of construction, development
and sustainability in both civilizations. Step building in Irag is
constructed from mud brick as single layer at the beginning until it
reached eight layers, and continued to be used through the various
historical ages in different temples.

But in Egypt, It was constructed of stone, and the number of
classes ranged between three and eight layers, and limited use of the
graves in the period from the end of the first dynasty until the end
of the third dynasty, and then evolved into a complete pyramid.

Step building in both civilizations is associated with religious
believes that were similar in some ways and different in others.
Views differed about the reasons for the emergence of construction
on the two civilizations, and when it started using this form of
architecture in all of them, |Is there a link between the use of one of
these two civilizations to the Step building and it appears in the
other civilization as a result of mutual influence between them.

Is its appearance a bit early in one of the two civilizations is an
evidence that it was taken by the other civilization, or whether it
appeared in each other as a result of similar environmental
conditions at that time as well as some similarities in the religious
believes of both peoples, with each of them was taking a different
method of construction, including consistent with the materials
available in the environment and the level at which the art building
on each side.

The study introduced the models included in the construction of
Egypt and Irag, and analysis of reasons for its appearance, history
and design in order to reach if there are factors that influence and
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affect the appearance of this item at one of the two civilizations, or
that the appearance of each was independent from one another,
resulting in a complete difference in the system of construction and
design.

Opinions have varied on the reasons for the use of ziggurats in
Irag, Frankfurt linked between standing of mountains in the
Sumerian religion and its association with numerous gods, while
still another view, the Sumerians had built their temples on the
artificial hills because they used to worship their gods in high
places, and there was another view that the aim of ziggurat is a
defensive aim or order to monitor the celestial bodies, while
another view linked between ziggurat and marriage rituals in the
holy feast of the New Y ear.

In Egypt step building has become associated with several
interpretations; imitation of stones which piled over the grave in the
pre-dynastic period, as well as the sacred stair which the deceased
ascends to heaven to accompany Re in his journey, and step
construction on pyramid texts was associated with eternal hill
and pnpn stone .

On this basis, the similarity between the step form in both Egypt
and Iraq is the similarity in external form only with the full
difference in the way of construction and substance, as well as
expressions of meanings and believes.
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